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World Youth Day 2008


10th – 20th July 


St.Ann’s Deepcar & St.Mary’s Penistone





Your World Youth Day Representatives are:


Joshua Aitken, Marianne Down, Stacey Fiddler, Sarah Garvey, Christopher Neal & James Neal





What is World Youth Day?


WYD is the opportunity for over a million young Catholics through-out the world to come together in celebrating their faith, and make a huge step forward in their faith Journey.   WYD 2008 will see the first visit of His Holiness Pope Benedict XV1 to Australia and the youth of the world will be there to share that experience with him.  


The young people will make a pilgrimage in faith, and will meet and experience the hospitality and love of God.  We will have the opportunity to re-discover our baptismal calling, and the sacraments of the Eucharist and reconciliation.  This will enable us to witness and send forth the Gospel in our modern world.


“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses” Acts 1:8





Proposed Itinery: 


Day 1–4 Fly to Melbourne to start our Days in the diocese. Whilst staying in Melbourne the Hallam youth will be helping out in local Parishes. We will be involved with the day to day running of the Parish, working with the SVP, Soup Wagons, visiting the house bound and ultimately representing St.Ann’s & St.Mary’s. (Day 4 We will travel to Sydney, where we will stop a mile out and walk on foot  -all 25,00 of us – into Sydney).


Day 5 Celebrate the Opening Mass of Welcome with George Cardinal Pell, followed by a concert from the Youth of Sydney.


Day 6-8 Catechesis sessions every morning and festival events in the afternoon/evening. (Reconciliation will be available everyday).


Day 7 Arrival & Welcome of The Holy Father.  


Day 8 Stations of the Cross – a re-enactment of Our Lord’s Passion and Death.


Day 9 Pilgrimage walk to site of Closing Mass, evening Vigil with The Holy Father and sleep out ‘under the stars’.


Day 10 Papal Mass to Conclude the WYD celebrations.








Youth Preparation


The Diocese of Hallam will be represented by 35 young people from it’s Parishes.  Over the coming year the WYD reps will take a lead role in Diocesan youth events, and attend regular preparatory meetings.  On our return the WYD reps will then form the Hallam Diocese Youth Council.





Cost of the Pilgrimage


The WYD08 Pilgrimage costs £2,000 per pilgrim.  This price includes accommodation, travel, all food while we are there, registration fees and most importantly a contribution to the solidarity fund.  By each of our representative going we are enabling a young person in the third world to share and take part in this fantastic experience.








Dates For Your Diary


Keep your eyes peeled for the 200 club!


Sunday 25th March – ‘Born for this’ production at St.Mary’s Herringthorpe


Sunday 1st April – Palm Sunday sponsored Walk 12 noon


Tuesday 3rd April – Folk Passion 7:30pm St.Ann’s


Wednesday 4th April – Mass of Chrism St.Maries Cathedral 11am


Sunday 8th April – Easter egg tombola


Friday 13th April – Spring Concert  at St.Ann’s 7:30pm


Friday 27th April – Line Dancing at St.Mary’s


Tuesday 8th May – Curry Night at Dodworth


Saturday 19th May – Spring Fair 


Saturday 2nd June – Rags R Us


Friday 8th June – Quiz Night!


Forward Planning:


Friday 14th December – Concert in the Victory Club, inc. Christmas Play








Message from the Youth


A huge thank you to everyone who has helped us raise money for the Pilgrimage so far.  To date we have raised £2,414.  We all know that £12,000 is an awful lot of money and really appreciate all the help that we have been given with fund raising.  It is really important to remember that the £2,000 does not only pay for a representative from our parish to go on the pilgrimage but also helps to partly pay for a young person in an underprivileged country too.


We all feel that we are very fortunate in our Parish to have such an active youth presence, and feel that our participation in the WYD pilgrimage can only encourage more young people to express their faith.  Upon our return we will be able to share our experience and faith Journey with other young Catholics and help them to see the Holy Spirit working within themselves.


Currently our WYD representatives are involved with many aspects of our Parish life, however if you would like to see them involved with other areas, or would like their help with anything, please do ask one of the representatives.





Petitions & Prayers


If you would like the WYD representatives to take any petitions with us on the Pilgrimage please let one of us know.


It is hoped that while we are on the Pilgrimage we will say a special prayer each day for the parish, and the parish in return will pray for us.  (One parishioner in the diocese has volunteered to be our web cam co-ordinator, and will let everyone know exactly what is happening while we are there- and she’s in her 80’s!)





Prayer Competition


We would like our Parish to have it’s own special WYD prayer that we can say while we are in Sydney and for the Parish to say for us back in Deepcar & Penistone.  The competition to write the prayer is open to all Parishioners, young and old.  Please give your prayer to one of the WYD representatives.  Thanks.
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For any further information please see one of your WYD representatives, or contact them at  sbccmdown@rgfl.org                        Thankyou


